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Recent Actions by Executive Agencies

for the Science & Research Community
Friday, April 3, 2020

National Science Foundation

* Released a letter to the scientific community regarding coronavirus and its effects
on research efforts.

* Released a guidance updating the community on how to protect major research
facilities and ensure the continuity of contracts.

* Issued a call for research proposals from organizations seeking to address the
coronavirus pandemic, which will be eligible for rapid response grants.

* Requested small businesses to submit Phase | proposals for new technologies/
products through the Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small
Business Technology Transfer (STTR) Programs.

* Created a challenge specifically for advanced cyberinfrastructure research — also
with rapid response funding opportunities.

NI

National Institutes
of Health

National Institutes of Health

* NIH’s National Library of Medicine announced work with publishers and Al
researchers around the world to increase access to COVID-19 scientific papers.

* Published a Notice of Special Interest for revisions to active grants for COVID-19.

* Created a resource page for applicants to submit proposals and receive funding/
grant money for coronavirus research — this page will be updated very frequently.

* NIH's National Institute of Allergy & Infectious Diseases issued a Notice of Special
Interest for researchers to submit proposals for research funding.

* Working on clinical trials for vaccines to treat coronavirus, which are being tracked
on ClinicalTrials.gov.

* NIH's Fogarty International Center launched a resource page specifically for the
global research community, providing daily updates on: federal and private
funding opportunities, services for researchers, the latest news, and mapping.



https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/issuances/in146.jsp
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/coronavirus/NSF Guidance for Major Facilities and Contracts Regarding COVID-19.pdf
https://nsfgov.home.blog/2020/03/05/nsf-supporting-research-to-address-coronavirus-disease/
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2020/nsf20065/nsf20065.pdf
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2020/nsf20055/nsf20055.jsp
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/national-library-medicine-expands-access-coronavirus-literature-through-pubmed-central
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-HG-20-030.html
https://grants.nih.gov/policy/natural-disasters/corona-virus.htm
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-AI-20-031.html?utm_campaign=+42178204&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=https://www.ahealthierworld.jhu.edu/launchpad-covid-19-rfa
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19
https://www.fic.nih.gov/ResearchTopics/Pages/infectiousdiseases-coronavirus-cov.aspx
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Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

* Released a guidance specifically for students participating in international travel or
study abroad programs to consider postponing or cancelling these programs.

* Prepared an interim guidance for administrators of higher education institutions.

* Compiled a comprehensive research guide to provide help to academics
conducting research on COVID-19.

Department of Education

* Suspended federal student loan payments and waived interest rates for a period of
at least 60 days on all federally-held student loans.

¢ Convened a conference call with leaders in higher education to give them a
comprehensive update on the administration’s response to COVID-19

* Proposed new rules for distance learning, specifically for higher education
students — with the ability for the public to submit comments for the next 30 days.

[ SCIENCES .. ..o%%.e

The National Tl
Academies of ENGINEERING 4 oes -

MEDICINE eloness

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering & Medicine

* NASEM assembled a new Standing Committee on Emerging Infectious Diseases
and 215t Century Health Threats — which was created at the request of the White
House's Office of Science and Technology Policy.

* Experts affiliated with NASEM have focused on providing rapid response expert
consultations on several topics related to coronavirus response, ranging from
social distancing to data systems design to crisis standards of care, and more.

* The Presidents of the National Academies have taken leading stances on their
capabilities to be experts in the coronavirus response, with a letter to the House
and Senate’s leadership, a statement on the need for enhanced treatment efforts,
and a messaging statement on NASEM'’s work to help the federal government.



https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/delivering-president-trumps-promise-secretary-devos-suspends-federal-student-loan-payments-waives-interest-during-national-emergency
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/readout-us-department-educations-covid-19-conference-call-higher-education-stakeholders
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/coronavirus-public-health-emergency-underscores-need-department-educations-proposed-distance-learning-rules
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/standing-committee-on-emerging-infectious-diseases-and-21st-century-health-threats
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25753/national-academies-rapid-expert-consultation-on-covid-19-pandemic-social
https://www.nap.edu/read/25755/chapter/1
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/25765/rapid-expert-consultation-on-crisis-standards-of-care-for-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.nationalacademies.org/news/2020/letter-from-the-nas-nae-and-nam-presidents-regarding-covid-19-crisis-to-house-and-senate-leadership
https://www.nationalacademies.org/news/2020/statement-from-the-presidents-of-the-nas-nae-and-nam-supporting-steps-necessary-to-assess-the-potential-for-human-convalescent-plasma-to-help-control-covid-19
https://www.nationalacademies.org/news/2020/03/our-response-to-covid-19-a-message-from-the-presidents-of-the-nas-nae-and-nam
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/student-foreign-travel.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-ihe-response.html
https://www.cdc.gov/library/researchguides/2019NovelCoronavirus.html
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White House’s Office of Science & Technology Policy

* Issued a call to action to the scientific community to prepare a machine-readable
COVID-19 dataset, in tandem with experts from the Allen Institute for Al, the Chan
Zuckerberg Initiative, Georgetown'’s Center for Security and Emerging Technology,
Microsoft, and the National Library of Medicine.

* Announced partnership with industry and academia to create private-public
consortium called the COVID-19 High Performance Computing Consortium —
inviting researchers to submit their coronavirus-related research proposals for
consideration on an online portal.



https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/call-action-tech-community-new-machine-readable-covid-19-dataset/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/white-house-announces-new-partnership-unleash-u-s-supercomputing-resources-fight-covid-19/
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.xsede.org%2Fcovid19-hpc-consortium&data=02%7C01%7C%7C76a0e2bc5c5549e9c75608d7cf1f5420%7Cb5c7d6f345e0425894917a8316bf8b3c%7C0%7C0%7C637205605776476093&sdata=MBA3zh%2Fum8U5QPJiFwTz%2BlhZ54dmrbLC%2FRpWAtvJinI%3D&reserved=0

