
     

Daily Update on the Coronavirus Outbreak 
May 18, 2020 

INFORMS in the News (5/15/20 – 5/18/20) 

• So you really want to see your friends? Here’s how to assess the risk (LA Times) 
Member: Julie Swann   

• COVID Spurs Calls for Thermometers at Airports (Chicago Business) 
Member: Sheldon Jacobson 

• Coronavirus Impacts Pharmaceutical Supply Chain (Strategic Sourceror) 
Member: Pinar Keskinocak   

• Cellphone tracking shows Ohioans staying home (The Columbus Dispatch) 
Member: Julie Swann    

• ANALYSIS: Of Supply Chains, Contracts & Businesses That Pivot (Bloomberg Law) 
Member: David Simchi-Levi 

   
U.S. Federal Policy Update 

• The bipartisan Congressional Oversight Commission published its initial report on the $500 
billion stabilization fund for distressed sectors of the economy created by the CARES Act.  

• Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar spoke at today’s WHO World Health 
Assembly, where he emphasized the WHO’s poor response to the pandemic. He stated that 
“there was  a failure by this organization to obtain the information the world needed and that 
failure cost many lives.” 

• Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell stated that U.S. economic recovery “could stretch 
through the end of next year,” and hinted that the return to normal economic activity is likely 
contingent on the development of a vaccine. 

  
Global Response 

• Chinese President Xi Jinping spoke at the aforementioned World Health Assembly – the 
WHO’s annual summit meeting. He committed China to creating a “global humanitarian 
response depot and hub in China to ensure the operation of anti-epidemic supply chains.” 

• The Italian government eased restrictions on shops and restaurants, allowing for customers to 
enter as long as they adhere to strict social distancing protocols.  

• El Salvadorian President Nayib Bukele announced that the country’s state of emergency – 
which was set to expire yesterday – is going to be extended for another couple of weeks.  

• The Japanese economy has reportedly fallen into a recession, according to government 
statistics released this morning indicating that the country’s economy contracted by 3.4% in 
the first quarter of 2020. 

  

https://www.latimes.com/science/story/2020-05-16/so-you-really-want-to-see-your-friends-heres-how-to-assess-the-risk
https://www.chicagobusiness.com/airlines-airports/ready-another-preboarding-probe
https://www.strategicsourceror.com/2020/05/coronavirus-impacts-pharmaceutical.html
https://www.dispatch.com/news/20200518/cellphone-tracking-shows-ohioans-staying-home
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/bloomberg-law-analysis/analysis-of-supply-chains-contracts-businesses-that-pivot
https://hill.house.gov/uploadedfiles/coc_1st_report_5.18.20.pdf


State Update 
  
• California Governor Gavin Newsom announced that more of California will be allowed to open 

on a limited basis – with approximately 53 of the state’s 58 counties being eligible to begin 
their reopening processes. 

• Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer signed an executive order allowing businesses and 
restaurants to reopen at reduced capacities, effective this Friday. 

• Connecticut Governor Ned Lamont announced that the first phase of its planned reopening 
would commence this Wednesday, May 20th – with some restaurants, offices, and retail 
establishments being permitted to reopen while still adhering to social distancing rules.   

• Rhode Island Governor Gina Raimondo announced that the state’s beaches, parks, and 
places of worship are beginning to reopen.  

• New York Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that another region of the state would be able 
to commence their phased reopening, joining the five other regions that were allowed to last 
week.  

• West Virginia Governor Jim Justice announced that bars will be allowed to reopen on May 
26th, with casinos set to reopen shortly after on June 5th.  

• New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy outline the plan for reopening the state’s economy, which 
will occur in three stages. However, he did not indicate specific dates for when these stages 
would commence. 

• Texas Governor Greg Abbott announced that the state would be moving into phase 2 of their 
statewide reopening plan, allowing daycare centers to reopen immediately. Bars and 
restaurants will be permitted to reopen at limited capacities on Friday, while professional 
sports can resume on May 31st.   

  
Economic Update (as of close of the markets) 

• U.S. stocks were on the rise today, with all three indices reporting substantial gains. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average jumped by 3.9%, the S&P 500 by 3.2%, and the Nasdaq Composite 
by 2.4%.  

Latest Impact Data 
  
• In the United States: Over 1,545,211 cases and 91,751 deaths in 50 states, 4 territories, and 

Washington, D.C. 

• Worldwide: Over 4,872,494 million cases and 319,226 deaths in at least 204 countries and 
territories. 

  
In the News 
                 
• $500 billion Treasury relief fund has lent barely any money so far, oversight commission finds 

(Washington Post) 

• U.S. Stocks Surge as Hopes Build for New Coronavirus Vaccine (Wall Street Journal) 

• White House adviser says fourth stimulus package may not be necessary (The Hill) 

• U.S. sticks it to WHO as Xi offers vaccine hope (Politico) 

• U.S. CDC plans sweeping antibody study (Reuters) 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2020/05/18/treasury-coronavirus-bailout-fund-cares-act/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2020/05/18/treasury-coronavirus-bailout-fund-cares-act/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/global-stock-markets-dow-update-05-18-2020-11589778000?mod=hp_lead_pos1
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/498293-white-house-adviser-says-fourth-stimulus-package-may-not-be-necessary
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/05/18/us-sticks-it-to-who-as-xi-offers-vaccine-hope-265346
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-testing-cdc-exclus/exclusive-cdc-plans-sweeping-covid-19-antibody-study-in-25-metropolitan-areas-idUSKBN22U2TZ

