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INFORMS Member In The News

Thanksgiving Will Soon Empty Campuses. Will Students Bring Coronavirus Home? (The
New York Times)
INFORMS Member: Sheldon Jacobson

Here’s how the distribution infrastructure will deploy coronavirus vaccine (CNBC)
INFORMS Member: Tinglong Dai

Planes, dry ice, pharmacies: the logistical challenges of Covid-19 vaccines (Yahoo! Finance)
INFORMS Member: Julie Swann

NC State Researchers Take On COVID-19 (NC State University)
INFORMS Member: Julie Swann

Federal Covid-19 vaccine task force has no expertise in severe cold chain challenges of
transporting and storing vaccines (Canadian Sailings)
INFORMS Member: Anna Nagurney

Why Experts Tempering Enthusiasm of Pfizer Vaccine Results (The Detroit News)
INFORMS Member: Tinglong Dai

Pfizer's COVID-19 vaccine: What to know (Fox Business)
INFORMS Member: Tinglong Dai

The Coronavirus Vaccine: Everything You Need to Know (Glamour)
INFORMS Member: Tinglong Dai

NC ready to distribute coronavirus vaccine (WRAL)
INFORMS Member: Julie Swann

Federal Policy Update

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) stated that he supports “a highly targeted”
coronavirus relief package, emphasizing that he “doesn’t think the current situation demands
a multitrillion-dollar package.”

Center for Drug Evaluation Director Janet Woodcock, who also serves as a member of the
Operation Warp Speed initiative, stated that she is confident that Eli Lilly’'s monoclonal

antibody treatment could potentially be effective at lower doses. She added that “the lower
dose is a rational choice, because [they] don’t want to give more of a drug than is needed.”

The Food & Drug Administration issued an emergency use authorization for the monoclonal
antibody therapy bamlanivimab to treat mild to moderate COVID-19 in patients over 12 years
of age and weighing over 88 pounds.

Global Response

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen announced that the European Union
would authorize a contract for up to 300 milllion doses of the vaccine currently under
development by Pfizer and BioNTech.


https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/09/us/colleges-coronavirus-thanksgiving.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/09/us/colleges-coronavirus-thanksgiving.html
https://www.cnbc.com/video/2020/11/09/heres-how-the-distribution-infrastructure-will-deploy-coronavirus-vaccine.html
https://au.finance.yahoo.com/news/planes-dry-ice-pharmacies-logistical-211537788.html?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly9uZXdzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20v&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAACPrRLdzJqNI15S-7Cd5WJpXaSyVCsgT0Vd6bRBl51bE7axWQai-HRlndvcptMd_YgYbPtMRzfxm9jXhklAvuQYY7q4bX8W14Q7yeCBMvLP6FTVG-fjCeEA3fOWwq2xhy2BVcsedxb14Asgr3wBxpJn8PwqOxSbw589LEa2iL22g
https://news.ncsu.edu/2020/11/research-week-covid-19/
https://canadiansailings.ca/federal-covid-19-vaccine-task-force-has-no-expertise-in-severe-cold-chain-challenges-of-transporting-and-storing-vaccines/
https://canadiansailings.ca/federal-covid-19-vaccine-task-force-has-no-expertise-in-severe-cold-chain-challenges-of-transporting-and-storing-vaccines/
https://www.detroitnews.com/restricted/?return=https%253A%252F%252Fwww.detroitnews.com%252Fstory%252Fnews%252Flocal%252Fmichigan%252F2020%252F11%252F10%252Fwhy-experts-tempering-enthusiasm-pfizer-vaccine-results%252F6222453002%252F
https://www.foxbusiness.com/healthcare/pfizers-covid-19-vaccine-what-to-know
https://www.glamour.com/story/everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-coronavirus-vaccine
https://www.wral.com/coronavirus/nc-ready-to-distribute-coronavirus-vaccine/19378321/
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-monoclonal-antibody-treatment-covid-19

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced that the government would pledge $61
million to assist their Manitoba First Nations with combating COVID-19, targeting “public
health measures, food security, and other surge capacity needs.”

United Kingdom Health Secretary Matt Hancock confirmed that obtaining the vaccine would
not be mandated for British citizens. Furthermore, British Government Advisor John Bell
stated that the UK has a 70-80% chance of returning to normal operations by next year if
residents continue to follow the current protocols to restrict the spread of COVID-19.

The Estonian government announced that they would be issuing a COVID-19 mask
mandate, along with a recommendation that citizens cancel upcoming Christmas parties and
that residents work remotely when able.

Lebanon is implementing a lockdown that will close schools, government agencies,
companies, private institutions, and retail stores — effective on Wednesday.

Welsh Education Minister Kirsty Williams announced that the country’s school system would
cancel end-of-year school exams for their students, out of “fairness.”

State Response

Utah, lllinois, and Montana broke their records of new COVID-19 cases reported in a single
day.

North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper (D) announced that they would now be restricting the
state’s indoor gathering limit to 10 people.

New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy (D) warned that the state is facing a “grave situation, just
as it is probably right now in most American states.”

Minnesota Governor Tim Walz (D) stated that their tracking of COVID cases in the state has
found that 70% of the outbreaks from June to November have been because of social
gatherings.

New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio (D) announced that the city will dispatch new Mental
Health Teams to address the mental health ramifications of the coronavirus crisis.

Economic Update

U.S. stocks were volatile today, with the three indices closing with mixed results. The
Nasdaq Composite fell by 1.37% and the S&P 500 by 0.14%, while the Dow Jones Industrial
Average rose by 0.90%.

Latest Impact Data

In the United States: Over 10,546,915 cases and 245,696 deaths in 50 states, 4 territories,
and Washington, D.C.

Worldwide: Over 51,762,089 cases and 1,278,016 deaths in at least 204 countries and
territories.

In the News

McConnell pushing for ‘highly targeted’ COVID-19 relief deal (The Hill)

Transition delay hampers Biden’s ramp-up of COVID-19 response (Politico)

COVID-19: California, Midwest states clamp down again (Reuters)

Pfizer Vaccine Faces Distribution Challenge (The Wall Street Journal)



https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/525364-mcconnell-pushing-for-highly-targeted-covid-relief-deal
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/11/10/transition-delay-bidens-ramp-covid-response-435872
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa/covid-19-california-midwest-states-clamp-down-again-idUSKBN27Q32R
https://www.wsj.com/articles/the-next-big-challenge-after-a-covid-vaccine-is-giving-it-to-enough-people-11604945455?mod=hp_lead_pos3

