
     

Daily Update on the Coronavirus Outbreak 
September 4th, 2020  

INFORMS Members in the News 

▪ Cancel college golf? You must be joking (The Hill) 
Member: Sheldon Jacobson 

▪ Washington state laying the ground work for COVID-19 vaccine distribuLon (Q13 Fox SeaQle) 
Members: Julie Swann  

▪ ‘Urgent’ request sent to states in push for coronavirus vaccine delivery by Nov. 1 (TRIB Live) 
Members: Julie Swann  

U.S. Federal Policy Update 
  
• The Labor Department published new data showing that approximately 1.4 million jobs were added 

to the economy in the month of August, with the monthly unemployment rate falling to 8.4%. This is 
the first Lme since the beginning of the pandemic that this unemployment rate has been below 10%. 
The White House also published a release on the numbers, staLng that the “economy conLnues to 
rebound as unemployment rate drops.” 

• The Department of Housing and Urban Development published a press release urging states and 
localiLes to allocate funds from Emergency SoluLons Grants or Community Development Block 
Grants towards providing residents with rental assistance and evicLon protecLons.  

• The White House published a readout from Vice President Mike Pence’s briefing with higher 
educaLon leaders and state & local officials regarding COVID-19 precauLons to be taken at college 
campuses.  

• DemocraLc presidenLal nominee Joe Biden stated that he is planning to be tested on a regular basis 
for COVID-19 for the coming months.  

• The TransportaLon Security AdministraLon announced that the agency screened almost 878,000 
people yesterday, which is the highest daily level since the beginning of the pandemic. 

• NaLonal InsLtute of Allergy and InfecLous Diseases Director Dr. Anthony Fauci urged Americans this 
alernoon to “whatever that [they] can possibly do outdoors as opposed to indoors.” 

State Update 
  
• New York Governor Andrew Cuomo (D) announced that the state’s COVID-19 infecLon rate has 

remained below 1% for the fourth consecuLve week. 

• The Nevada state coronavirus task force voted last night to allow restaurants in Clark County (where 
Las Vegas is located) to reopen with social distancing. This does not apply to any bars or venues 
where food is not served.  

• Rhode Island Governor Gina Raimondo (D) announced that “there definitely will be school sports in 
the state of Rhode Island this fall” – with a truncated season from September 21st and ending on 
Thanksgiving. 

https://thehill.com/opinion/education/515106-cancel-college-golf-you-must-be-joking
https://www.q13fox.com/news/washington-state-laying-the-ground-work-for-covid-19-vaccine-distribution
https://triblive.com/news/health-now/urgent-request-sent-to-states-in-push-for-coronavirus-vaccine-delivery-by-nov-1/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/osec/osec20200904
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/august-jobs-report-economy-continues-rebound-unemployment-rate-drops/
https://www.hud.gov/press/press_releases_media_advisories/HUD_No_20_141
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/readout-vice-presidents-briefing-higher-education-leaders-state-local-officials-campus-covid-19-considerations/


• Georgia Governor Brian Kemp (R) urged all of the state’s residents to conLnue exercising cauLon for 
coronavirus restricLons ahead of Labor Day weekend. He stated during his press conference that 
although he “understands that many, many of us are Lred and ready to move on,” it is necessary “to 
hunker down and keep chopping against COVID-19.” 

• The ConnecLcut state government announced that they will likely suspend football in the fall, staLng 
that they are “unlikely to support higher-risk athleLc acLviLes (including high school football) during 
the fall semester.” 

• The Atlanta ConvenLon and Visitors Bureau announced that the city is projected to lose over $640 
million due to event cancellaLons in 2020. 

  
Global Response 
  
• World Health OrganizaLon Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus issued a statement 

regarding equitable distribuLon of the COVID-19 vaccine – staLng that the WHO’s “first priority must 
be to vaccinate some people in all countries, rather than all people in some countries.” However, he 
added that the WHO is “not expecLng to see widespread vaccinaLon unLl the middle of next year.” 

• Peru’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced that they would join the third phase of AstraZeneca’s 
COVID-19 vaccine trial, staLng that the tests “will be an extension of the phase 3 studies that are 
being completed in the United States for which they are foreseeing counLng with 30,000 volunteers.” 

• New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern announced that the country will remain at their Alert 
Level 2 status through September 16th, in order to further miLgate coronavirus spread. At this alert 
level, facial coverings are mandatory and gatherings are limited to 100 people or less. 

• The South Korean government extended implementaLon of its social distancing precauLons for an 
addiLonal week – with the restricLons now set to last through September 13th.  

Economic Update 

▪ U.S. stocks fell again today, with all three indices closing the day with declines. The Nasdaq 
Composite dropped by 1.27%, the S&P 500 by 0.81%, and the Dow Jones Industrial Average by 
0.56%.  

   
Latest Impact Data 
  
• In the United States: Over 6,386,449 cases and 192,032 deaths in 50 states, 4 territories, and 

Washington, D.C. 

• Worldwide: Over 26,772,043 and 878,061 deaths in at least 204 countries and territories. 
  
In the News 
                 
• Trump maintains that the U.S. is 'rounding the turn' on coronavirus (The Hill) 

• The U.S. vs. the world: How major naLons are recovering from coronavirus (PoliLco) 

• U.S. coronavirus deaths projected to more than double to 410,000 by January (Reuters) 

• Vaccine Developers Prepare Joint Pledge on Safety, Standards (The Wall Street Journal)  
  

https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/515223-trump-maintains-us-rounding-the-turn-on-coronavirus
https://www.politico.com/latest-news-updates/coronavirus
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-usa/u-s-coronavirus-deaths-projected-to-more-than-double-to-410000-by-january-idUSKBN25V2A7
https://www.wsj.com/articles/covid-19-vaccine-developers-prepare-joint-pledge-on-safety-standards-11599257729?mod=hp_lead_pos2

