
Heart transplantation remains the standard treatment option for patients with advanced heart failure.
However, the success of this life-saving therapy is limited by the scarcity of donor hearts. Whereas organ
scarcity is a pervasive problem for all major organ transplant systems, the US heart transplantation system
has the following important distinctive feature: Transplant candidates are prioritized according to the
severity of their pre-transplant medical therapy – the more severe the therapy, the higher the priority. The
underlying premise for this rule is that the severity of a patient’s therapy accurately reflects her medical
urgency for receiving a heart transplant. However, it is widely suggested that this rule opens up room to
game the system. Although the existence of this gaming phenomenon is widely recognized, the specific
conditions that produce this behavior are not well understood; missing in the literature is a systematic
analysis of this problem. This talk will focus on addressing this shortcoming. We will discuss our novel
model studying the gaming decisions of transplant centers and the underlying trade-offs, and try to address 
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the questions: Under what conditions does gaming occur, i.e., do
transplant center doctors have an incentive to assign high-severity
therapies to low-urgency patients, and to what extent? And how can it be
prevented within the confines of the current system?
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