
     

Daily Update on the Coronavirus Outbreak 
August 24th, 2020  

INFORMS Members in the News 

• Smart thinking, smart technology required to reindustrialize HKSAR (China Daily) 
Member: Christopher Tang 

• COVID-19 — Lessons learned from UNC can benefit hundreds of other colleges (The Hill) 
Member: Sheldon Jacobson 

• Podcast: Illini Pella Saturday Sports Talk 8-22-20 (The News GazeXe) 
Member: Sheldon Jacobson 

  
U.S. Federal Policy Update 
  
• The Food and Drug AdministraZon issued an emergency use authorizaZon for convalescent 

plasma to be used for treatment of COVID-19, with an announcement staZng that the 
“known and potenZal benefits of the product outweigh the known and potenZal risks of the 
product.”  

• The Environmental ProtecZon Agency announced that they have approved a long-lasZng 
anZviral surface cleaning product for use against COVID-19. 

• DemocraZc presidenZal candidate Joe Biden and his vice president running mate Kamala 
Harris announced their plan to require regular coronavirus tesZng of the candidates and 
their staff. Campaign spokesperson Andrew Bates stated that this new strategy is “another 
step demonstraZng Joe Biden and Kamala Harris’ commitment to [turning] the page” on the 
coronavirus crisis. 

  
Global Response 
  
• World Health OrganizaZon Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus urging more 

contribuZons to the COVID-19 Vaccines Global Access Facility, which is a program seeking to 
ensure equal access to vaccines by countries around the world. He stated that “when there’s 
iniZally a limited supply, it’s important to provide the vaccine to those at highest risk around 
the world.” 

• The German Foreign Ministry issued a travel warning urging ciZzens to avoid travel to Paris 
and the Cote d’Azur region (in southeastern France). Their warning also asks that any 
travelers from these regions be required to get a coronavirus test upon arriving back in 
Germany. 

https://www.chinadailyhk.com/article/140231#Smart-thinking-smart-technology-required-to-reindustrialize-HKSAR
https://thehill.com/opinion/education/513329-lessons-learned-from-unc-can-benefit-hundreds-of-other-colleges
https://www.news-gazette.com/podcasts/podcast-illini-pella-saturday-sports-talk-8-22-20/audio_7622b7e2-e48d-11ea-93a9-473030fc84f5.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-issues-emergency-use-authorization-convalescent-plasma-potential-promising-covid-19-treatment
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/trump-epa-approves-first-ever-long-lasting-antiviral-product-use-against-covid-19


• South Korean President Moon Jae-in warned that the country’s resurgence of the 
coronavirus is forcing residents to “face a new crisis,” and it “is a much more severe 
emergency than the early days of the COVID-19 crisis.” 

• New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern announced that they would extend their 
current Level 3 coronavirus restricZons through August 30th.  

• Some of the regions in Spain – including Madrid, Catalonia, and Murcia – have Zghtened 
coronavirus restricZons in their areas. In the capital city of Madrid, ciZzens have been 
directed to “avoid all unnecessary gatherings” and to “limit unnecessary social interacZon as 
much as possible.” 

State Update 
  
• Rhode Island Governor Gina Raimondo (D) announced that the state has been provided 

more funding for unemployment, which will give an addiZonal $300 per week for the next 
three weeks – totaling a $900 supplemental.  

• The Federal Emergency Management Agency announced a Lost Wages Grant for New 
Hampshire that will allow for $300 per week to those unemployed due to COVID-19, on top 
of their regular unemployment benefits. 

• New York Governor Andrew Cuomo (D) announced that the state has reported its lowest 
posiZvity rate for coronavirus, with a 0.66% rate announced today. 

Economic Update 

• U.S. stocks were on the rise today, with all three indices closing the day with increases. The 
Nasdaq Composite climbed by 0.6%, the S&P 500 by 1.0%, and the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average by 1.4%.  

   
Latest Impact Data 
  
• In the United States: Over 5,913,577 cases and 181,066 deaths in 50 states, 4 territories, and 

Washington, D.C. 

• Worldwide: Over 23,795,050 and 816,386 deaths in at least 204 countries and territories. 
  
In the News 
                 
• Economy hurZng arer Congress fails to act on sZmulus (PoliZco) 

• Trump turns up pressure on FDA (The Hill) 

• These are the top coronavirus vaccines to watch (The Washington Post) 

• Why Are Coronavirus Cases Decreasing? Experts Say RestricZons Are Working (The New York 
Times) 

 

https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20200824/fema-announces-lost-wages-grant-new-hampshire
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/08/24/economy-hurting-congress-stimulus-400829
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/513443-trump-turns-up-pressure-on-fda
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/health/covid-vaccine-update-coronavirus/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/24/us/coronavirus-cases-decreasing.html?action=click&module=Top%2520Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/24/us/coronavirus-cases-decreasing.html?action=click&module=Top%2520Stories&pgtype=Homepage

