
 

     

Daily Update on the Coronavirus Outbreak 
April 6, 2020 

INFORMS Members In The News (4/1/20 – 4/6/20) 

• Collateral Deaths From Pandemic Begin to Take Toll on Health Systems (Morning Consult) 
Member: Anna Nagurney, University of Massachusetts Amherst 

• Should we all wear masks to fight Covid-19? (WTOP) 
Members: Julie Swann, North Carolina State University 

• How Fast Can We Go Back to Work? (Logistics Viewpoints)  
Members: Pinar Keskinocak, Georgia Tech 

• Researchers Study Panic Shopping, Hoarding In Times Of Crisis (Arizona Daily Independent 
News Network)  

Members: Andrew Ching, Johns Hopkins University and Matthew Osborne, University of 
Toronto 

• Want to stop consumer hoarding in times of crisis? New research may provide the answer 
(Tech Deeps) 

Members: Andrew Ching, Johns Hopkins University and Matthew Osborne, University of 
Toronto 

  
U.S. Federal Policy Update 
  
• Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer tweeted that he spoke last night to White House 

Chief of Staff Mark Meadows, and “urged him to have President Trump appoint a senior 
military officer to lead government-wide production and distribution of critical medical 
supplies.” Minority Leader Schumer recommended retired Air Force General Paul Selva, 
retired Navy Admiral Sandy Winnefeld, or former Defense Logistics Agency Director Mark 
Harnitchek for the position.  

• President Trump officially sent to the Senate the nomination of Brian Miller to fill the newly-
created position of Special Inspector General for Pandemic Recovery within the Treasury 
Department. Under this position, he will be responsible for overseeing the $500 billion fund for 
distressed businesses created by the CARES Act. In parallel, the top four congressional 
leaders – Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, and House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy – are working to appoint 
a five-member oversight commission for the fund. Senate Minority leader Chuck Schumer 
announced his appointment would be Bharat Ramamurti, who was the Deputy Director of 
Economic Policy for Senator Elizabeth Warren’s presidential campaign.  

https://morningconsult.com/2020/04/03/coronavirus-pandemic-noncovid-patients-health-care/
https://liveblogwp.wtop.com/Event/WTOPs_Interviews_and_Links/1187243860
https://logisticsviewpoints.com/2020/04/06/how-fast-can-we-go-back-to-work/
https://arizonadailyindependent.com/2020/04/04/researchers-study-panic-shopping-hoarding-in-times-of-crisis/
https://arizonadailyindependent.com/2020/04/04/researchers-study-panic-shopping-hoarding-in-times-of-crisis/
http://techdeeps.com/want-to-stop-consumer-hoarding-in-times-of-crisis-new-research-may-provide-the-answer/
http://techdeeps.com/want-to-stop-consumer-hoarding-in-times-of-crisis-new-research-may-provide-the-answer/
https://twitter.com/SenSchumer/status/1247152189396705280
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/five-nominations-sent-senate-2/
https://twitter.com/SenSchumer/status/1247243226207092743


• Speaker Nancy Pelosi sent a letter to House members asking that all documents for the 
House floor now be submitted electronically. This policy is set to remain in place until April 
19th, but the letter noted that this could possibly be extended. 

• The Labor Department has issued guidance on the Pandemic Unemployment Assistance 
Program – providing up to 39 weeks of benefits for qualifying individuals. 

• The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services issued an interim final rule this morning that 
“gives individuals and entities that provide services to Medicare beneficiaries needed 
flexibilities to respond effectively to the serious public health threats posed by the spread of 
the 2019 Novel Coronavirus.” 

• Senator Chris Murphy (D-CT) tweeted yesterday about the U.S.’s PREDICT program, which 
“identified lethal viruses abroad to prevent their spread to the U.S.,” and sharply criticized the 
Trump administration’s decision to end the program prior to the coronavirus pandemic. In 
response, he has “proposed a comprehensive plan to rebuild our global anti-pandemic 
infrastructure.” 

• The U.S. Army announced that they’ve temporarily suspended basic combat training for 
recruits because of concerns surrounding the pandemic. 

  
Global Response 
  
• Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe announced today that he plans to declare a state of 

emergency tomorrow for the country’s major cities that have been the worst affected by the 
pandemic. 

• Romanian President Klaus Iohannis announced in a video statement that the country will 
extend its state of emergency until mid-May. 

• United Kingdom Prime Minister Boris Johnson has been moved to the intensive care unit, as 
his condition has “worsened.”  

• Dubai announced a measure requiring residents of the city to apply for police permits online in 
order to leave their homes. 

  
State Update 
  
• Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers officially issued an executive order suspending the state’s 

primary election until June 9th. 

• Yesterday evening, President Trump approved disaster declarations for Mississippi, 
Oklahoma, and New Mexico.  

• New York Governor Andrew Cuomo extended the state’s closure of schools and nonessential 
businesses to last until April 29th. He also announced that the fine for breaching state 
directives will now be $1,000. 

• State officials from Texas said last night that they would start screening travelers entering from 
Louisiana, requiring drivers to submit a “designated quarantine location.” The Texas 
Department of Public Safety has stated that the agency is planning to carry out unannounced 
visits to these locations to ensure that travelers are completing the required 14-day isolation 
period.  

• California Governor Gavin Newsom announced that the state will be loaning 500 ventilators to 
the Strategic National Stockpile. 

   

https://www.speaker.gov/newsroom/4620
https://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=4628
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/04/06/2020-06990/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-policy-and-regulatory-revisions-in-response-to-the-covid-19-public
https://twitter.com/ChrisMurphyCT/status/1246797401794449409
https://www.army.mil/article/234280/u_s_army_places_temporary_hold_on_new_recruits_to_basic_training
https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/WIGOV/2020/04/06/file_attachments/1420231/EO074-SuspendingInPersonVotingAndSpecialSession.pdf


Economic Update (as of close of the markets) 

• Stocks rose significantly, with all three indices reporting major gains. The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average moved upwards by 7.7%, the S&P 500 by 7.0%, and the Nasdaq Composite by 
7.3%. 

• Financial strategists predicted that these increases were likely due to investor optimism that 
stay-at-home measures have helped the U.S. and Europe to fight against the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Latest Impact Data 
  
• In the United States: Over 362,573 cases and 10,720 deaths in 50 states, 4 territories, and 

Washington, D.C. 

• Worldwide: Over 1,337,715 cases and 74,223 deaths in at least 204 countries and territories. 
  
In the News 
  
• One More Coronavirus Problem: Accurate Weather Forecasts (NPR) 

• Calling all COVID-19 Health IT Projects (Health IT Buzz) 

• Kudlow says administration 'looking at' offering coronavirus bonds (The Hill) 

• Dow surges 1,600 points even as U.S. braces for ‘hardest and saddest’ week of the pandemic 
(Washington Post) 

• GOP senators: Next coronavirus aid package may need unanimous consent (Roll Call)  

• New York, New Jersey see early signs of coronavirus 'flattening' (Reuters) 
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