
     

Daily Update on the Coronavirus Outbreak 
September 29th, 2020   

INFORMS Members In The News 

• Using Technology to Tailor Lessons to Each Student (The New York Times) 
Member: Sheldon Jacobson 

• Dai tinglong (john hopkins) : il faut des « stress tests » des chaînes d’approvisionnement (Sante-
Achat) 

Member: Tinglong Dai 

• Measuring the health and economic trade-offs of pandemic lockdowns (Harvard Kennedy School) 
Member: Soroush Saghafian 

• BrightTALK Partners with The Center for Health Affairs and CHAMPS Healthcare to Launch Global 
Healthcare Initiative (OAOA) 

Member: Oguz Alagoz 

• Flu season, COVID-19 pandemic collision tests healthcare infrastructure (Western Mass News) 
Member: Julie Swann 

• How Human Organs Are Flown For Transplants (Simple Flying) 
Member: Tinglong Dai 

Federal Policy Update 
  
• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s spokesperson Drew Hammill confirmed that “Speaker Pelosi and 

Treasury Secretary Mnuchin spoke this morning by phone at 9:30 a.m. for approximately 50 minutes,” 
during which they “went over the provisions of the updated Heroes Act and agreed to speak again 
tomorrow.” 

• The White House published President Trump’s remarks regarding his update to the U.S.’s coronavirus 
testing strategy, which was announced yesterday and will provide 150 million rapid point-of-care tests 
to states around the country. 

• Deputy Treasury Secretary Justin Muzinich spoke at the Treasury Market Conference, during which he 
discussed “the unprecedented demand for liquidity at the start of the COVID-19 crisis, broader policy 
responses undertaken by the Administration and the Federal Reserve, and then some important 
questions to inform future policy.” 

• The Food and Drug Administration released final guidance on "Assessing COVID-19-Related 
Symptoms in Outpatient Adult and Adolescent Subjects in Clinical Trials of Drugs and Biological 
Products for COVID-19 Prevention or Treatment." The guidance provides a measurement framework 
for assessing COVID-19 symptoms in patients for sponsors of clinical drug trials. 

• Biotechnology company Moderna – who announced earlier this year that they have partnered with the 
National Institutes of Health to develop a coronavirus vaccine – released a statement that their 
preliminary data indicates that the vaccine has had positive impacts on older adults tested so far. The 
company stated that ‘the testing of COVID-19 vaccine candidates in older populations is of paramount 
importance, since these persons account for the majority of serious Covid-19 cases and associated 
deaths.” 

State Update 
  
• California Health Secretary Dr. Mark Ghaly announced that several of the more densely populated 

counties in the state are being authorized to reopen more fully due to a decrease in COVID-19 cases 
– including Sacramento, Fresno, and Santa Barbara counties. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/29/education/schools-technology-future-pandemic.html
https://sante-achat.info/performance/dai-tinglong-john-hopkins-il-faut-des-stress-tests-des-chaines-dapprovisionnement/
https://sante-achat.info/performance/dai-tinglong-john-hopkins-il-faut-des-stress-tests-des-chaines-dapprovisionnement/
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/faculty-research/policy-topics/health/measuring-health-economic-trade-offs
https://www.oaoa.com/news/business/brighttalk-partners-with-the-center-for-health-affairs-and-champs-healthcare-to-launch-global-healthcare/article_d5aa1e55-49ab-5b6b-9cd4-9348e23a7591.html
https://www.oaoa.com/news/business/brighttalk-partners-with-the-center-for-health-affairs-and-champs-healthcare-to-launch-global-healthcare/article_d5aa1e55-49ab-5b6b-9cd4-9348e23a7591.html
https://www.westernmassnews.com/news/flu-season-covid-19-pandemic-collision-tests-healthcare-infrastructure/article_799b0804-01eb-11eb-8bce-f79d8f1cfece.html
https://simpleflying.com/human-organ-transplant-flight/
https://twitter.com/Drew_Hammill/status/1310951563712761858
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-update-nations-coronavirus-testing-strategy/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1138
https://www.fda.gov/media/142143/download


• Illinois Governor JB Pritzker (D) announced that he would self-isolate for 14 days due to one of his 
staffers having tested positive for coronavirus. 

• New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio (D) announced that the city will impose fines up to $1,000 on any 
person who refuses to wear a mask in public spaces, due to the city’s coronavirus positivity rate 
increasing to higher than 3% for the first time in recent months. 

• The Philadelphia Department of Public Health announced that they would be increasing the allowable 
indoor dining capacity from 25% to 50%. 

  
Global Response 
  
• The European Center for Disease Prevention and Control added the following four countries to their 

list of “red” countries – the Netherlands, Iceland, Denmark, and Hungary. 

• Russia’s Direct Investment Fund announced that they had entered a deal with Nepal to supply 25 
million doses of their Sputnik-V vaccine. 

• The Dutch government announced that they would implement more stringent measures due to a 
recent uptick in coronavirus cases in the Netherlands. These new measures include a mandate to 
work from home, a 10 PM curfew on all bars and restaurants, and enhanced social distancing limits. 

• German Chancellor Angela Merkel cautioned that they “know that a more difficult time is coming in the 
fall and winter,” which “underscores the urgency to act.” 

• Indian Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu announced that he has tested positive for COVID-19. 

• The Finnish government announced that they would require a 1 AM curfew for all bars and restaurants 
– effective October 1st.  

Economic Update 

• U.S. stocks were on the decline today, with all three indices closing with losses. The Nasdaq 
Composite fell by 0.29%, the S&P 500 by 0.48%, and the Dow Jones Industrial Average by 0.48%.  

   
Latest Impact Data 
  
• In the United States: Over 7,394,448 cases and 210,548 deaths in 50 states, 4 territories, and 

Washington, D.C. 

• Worldwide: Over 33,765,526 and 1,010,246 deaths in at least 204 countries and territories. 
  
In the News 
                 
• Pelosi eyes last-ditch shot at stimulus deal with Mnuchin (Politico) 

• Democrats cite 'positive' talk with White House on coronavirus aid, but clock is ticking (The Hill) 

• State, local aid the chief flashpoint in revived coronavirus relief talks (Roll Call) 

• Consumers Grow More Confident About U.S. Economy with Receding Coronavirus Trends (The Wall 
Street Journal) 

https://www.politico.com/news/2020/09/29/pelosi-last-ditch-stimulus-mnuchin-422924
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/518750-pelosi-cites-positive-talk-with-wh-on-covid-aid-but-clock-is-ticking
https://www.rollcall.com/2020/09/29/state-local-aid-the-chief-flashpoint-in-revived-coronavirus-relief-talks/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/consumers-grow-more-confident-about-u-s-economy-11601404560
https://www.wsj.com/articles/consumers-grow-more-confident-about-u-s-economy-11601404560

