
     

Daily Update on the Coronavirus Outbreak 
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INFORMS Members In The News 

• Not Much Progress on PPE 'Reshoring' (MedPage Today) 
Member: Tinglong Dai 

• Measuring the health and economic trade-offs of pandemic lockdowns (Harvard 
Kennedy School) 

 Member: Soroush Saghafian 

U.S. Federal Policy Update 
  
• Reports have emerged that discussions are resuming for another coronavirus relief 

package. These reports indicate that Democrats – led by Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-
CA) – have begun work on a $2.4 trillion draft measure, with various House 
committee chairs working on different pieces of the measure. To this end, Speaker 
Pelosi’s spokesperson announced that she spoke with Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin this afternoon regarding the package – stating that “the two agreed to 
continue their conversation in the days ahead.” 

• The Food & Drug Administration published an updated FDA Covid-19 Response At-
A-Glace Summary, which "provides a quick look at facts, figures and highlights of the 
agency's response efforts." 

• The Treasury Department published a statement on the G7 Finance Minister 
meeting regarding their Debt Service Suspension Initiative – emphasizing that the 
countries “remain committed to working together to support the poorest and most 
vulnerable countries as they address health and economic challenges associated 
with COVID-19.” 

• U.S. Southern Command (SOUTHCOM) issued a statement entitled “Partnership in 
the Americas: U.S. Embassies Team Up with U.S. Southern Command to Fight 
COVID-19,” detailing SOUTHCOM's coordinated responses to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

State Update 
  
• Florida Governor Ron DeSantis (R) announced that he is moving the state into the 

third phase of reopening, with restaurants and bars slated to reopen at 100% 
capacity. He explained that “there will not be limitations, from the state of Florida.” 

• Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer (D) announced that the state’s movie 
theaters, bowling alleys, and arcades will reopen in two weeks – starting October 9th.  

https://www.medpagetoday.com/special-reports/exclusives/88815
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/faculty-research/policy-topics/health/measuring-health-economic-trade-offs
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/faculty-research/policy-topics/health/measuring-health-economic-trade-offs
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%253A%252F%252Ftwitter.com%252FDrew_Hammill%252Fstatus%252F1309589234831982593&data=02%257C01%257C%257C59881a2f404e416d642108d861937db3%257Cb5c7d6f345e0425894917a8316bf8b3c%257C0%257C1%257C637366633404154208&sdata=Q7b6NLeUcj6EynfM660jFmY7RPijZ%252BD3lvY9YgdYXZw%253D&reserved=0
https://www.state.gov/dipnote-u-s-department-of-state-official-blog/partnership-in-the-americas-u-s-embassies-team-up-with-u-s-southern-command-to-fight-covid-19/
https://www.state.gov/dipnote-u-s-department-of-state-official-blog/partnership-in-the-americas-u-s-embassies-team-up-with-u-s-southern-command-to-fight-covid-19/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/press-releases/sm1135
https://www.state.gov/dipnote-u-s-department-of-state-official-blog/partnership-in-the-americas-u-s-embassies-team-up-with-u-s-southern-command-to-fight-covid-19/


• Virginia Governor Ralph Northam (D) announced that he and his wife have both 
tested positive for COVID-19. 

• Data from Johns Hopkins University announced that California is officially the first 
state to pass 800,000 coronavirus cases. 

• New York City Bill de Blasio (D) announced that the city’s outdoor dining expansions 
will be made permanent and year-round, “for years to come.” 

  
Global Response 
  
• South Korean Health Minister Park Neung-hoo announced that the country will 

implement enhanced social distancing measures to run from September 28th to 
October 11th. These strengthened measures will impact capacity at restaurants and 
cafes, social distancing at gatherings, and more. 

• Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro signed on to a provisional decree that allows the 
country to join COVAX – the World Health Organization’s effort to distribute the 
COVID-19 vaccine. 

• The Russian Sovereign Wealth Fund announced that they have entered an 
agreement to supply 35 million doses of the Sputnik V vaccine to Uzbekistan. 

• Scottish First Minister Nicola Sturgeon announced that students in the country will 
be banned from restaurants and bars, due to their recent uptick in coronavirus 
cases. 

Economic Update 

• U.S. stocks were on the rise today, with all three indices closing with gains. The 
Nasdaq Composite rose by 1.34%, the S&P 500 by 1.60%, and the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average by 2.26%.  

   
Latest Impact Data 
  
• In the United States: Over 7,229,011 cases and 208,248 deaths in 50 states, 4 

territories, and Washington, D.C. 

• Worldwide: Over 32,710,768 and 992,008 deaths in at least 204 countries and 
territories. 

  
In the News 
                 
• House Democrats drafting $2.4 trillion coronavirus relief bill (Roll Call) 

• U.S. coronavirus case count passes 7 million (Politico) 

• House Democrats to include more aid for airlines in coronavirus package (The Hill) 

• Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine produces strong immune response in early 
trial (Reuters) 

https://www.rollcall.com/2020/09/24/house-democrats-drafting-2-4-trillion-coronavirus-relief-bill/
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/09/25/coronavirus-cases-7-million-421861
https://thehill.com/policy/transportation/aviation/518259-house-democratic-coronavirus-relief-package-to-provide-more
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-johnson-johnson-va/johnson-johnson-covid-19-vaccine-produces-strong-immune-response-in-early-trial-idUSKCN26G2Y8
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-johnson-johnson-va/johnson-johnson-covid-19-vaccine-produces-strong-immune-response-in-early-trial-idUSKCN26G2Y8

