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Recent advances in autonomous vehicle technology create new opportunities to increase the 
efficiency and effectiveness of transportation systems. The use of unmanned drones to support 
last-mile delivery operations is a topic receiving considerable attention. While there has been 
much research on the technical aspects of the use of autonomous drones and many millions 
invested in testing by logistics service providers and start-ups, the concept is only recently 
receiving attention from the academic community in transportation and logistics planning. 
 
This special issue aims to bring together state-of-the-art research related to the design and 
operations of drone delivery systems. It specifically focusses on optimization approaches (exact 
and heuristic) to support decision making in these settings.  We anticipate submissions that 
cover various topics related to transportation, monitoring and surveillance systems with aerial 
and ground drones, including (dynamic) routing and scheduling, facility location and network 
design. 
 
Paper submissions: Submit a full paper by sending it to: NetworksSpecialDrones@gmail.com.  
All papers will be reviewed according to the usual standards of the journal. More information 
about submission guidelines can be found at: 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/(ISSN)1097-0037 
 
Deadline for submission: June 15, 2017.  We encourage authors to submit papers before the 
deadline so we can start the review process early.  
 
Target publication date: Mid-2018.  Given the timeliness of this topic and the rapid 
developments from researchers and industry, we hope to expedite the review process and 
publish this special issue as soon as possible. 
   
For further information, please contact one of the guest editors: 
 
Niels Agatz 
Rotterdam School of Management 
Erasmus University  
nagatz@rsm.nl 
 
James Campbell 
College of Business Administration 
University of Missouri – St. Louis  
campbell@umsl.edu 
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