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INFORMS Members In The News 

• Former Ebola Czar Boosts Biden’s Covid Response Coordination (Bloomberg Law) 
INFORMS Member: Julie Swann 

• Fears of holiday gift shortages may be unfounded (ABC 7 News) 
INFORMS Member: Sheldon Jacobson 

• A winter surge in COVID-19 cases seems inevitable. Can we stop it? (Concord Monitor) 
INFORMS Member: Julie Swann 

• Maryland hospitals rush to buy ultra-cold freezers to provide COVID-19 vaccines a warm 
welcome (The Baltimore Sun) 

INFORMS Member: Tinglong Dai 

• Should students be on campus? Here’s how Yale decides (Yale Daily News) 
INFORMS Member: Ed Kaplan 

• Wisconsin On Track To Double Its Total COVID-19 Deaths By Year's End (Wisconsin Public 
Radio) 

INFORMS Member: Oguz Alagoz 

Federal Policy Update 
                                                                       
• Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) responded to yesterday’s joint release from 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) 
on a broader COVID package – stating that while he “gathers that Speaker Pelosi and 
Leader Schumer still are looking at something dramatically larger, that’s not a place that 
[Senate Republicans] are willing to go.” 

• President Donald Trump stated during his remarks this afternoon that while the 
administration “asks all Americans to remain vigilant,” they will not be mandating that the 
country enters a lockdown.  

• Furthermore, Dr. Vivek Murthy, who co-chairs presumptive President-elect Joe Biden’s 
coronavirus task force, also stated that the Biden administration is looking towards targeting 
restrictions on hotspot areas – not to impose a wide shutdown for the entire country. 

• Health & Human Services Secretary Alex Azar cautioned that the Pfizer vaccine candidate 
currently under development “presents unique challenges that the federal government, the 
military, and the distribution channel are working out with governors.” 

  
Global Response 
  
• The South Korean Health Ministry announced that they would dispatch a 24-hour rapid 

response team to enforce the mask mandate in the capital city of Seoul.  

• Irish Prime Minister Micheál Martin announced that the country is going to be taking a staged 
approach to easing out of its COVID-19 lockdown.  

• The Czech Republic Education Ministry announced that they would be reopening first and 
second grade classes, starting next week.  

https://news.bloomberglaw.com/pharma-and-life-sciences/former-ebola-czar-boosts-bidens-covid-response-coordination
https://abc7news.com/shopping/coronavirus-cant-put-a-freeze-on-holiday-gifts/7838031/
https://www.concordmonitor.com/A-winter-surge-in-COVID-19-cases-seems-inevitable-Can-we-stop-it-37274422
https://www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/bs-hs-maryland-hospitals-buy-freezers-for-vaccine-20201112-lhc76vlcszghrhn4airnqdbuky-story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/bs-hs-maryland-hospitals-buy-freezers-for-vaccine-20201112-lhc76vlcszghrhn4airnqdbuky-story.html
https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2020/11/12/heres-how-yale-makes-coronavirus-related-decisions/
https://www.wpr.org/wisconsin-track-double-its-total-covid-19-deaths-years-end
https://www.wpr.org/wisconsin-track-double-its-total-covid-19-deaths-years-end


• The Northern Irish government announced that they would extend their current partial 
lockdown until November 27th. 

• Estonian Prime Minister Jüri Ratas announced that they would be implementing enhanced 
coronavirus protocols, ranging from mandatory face masks in public to curfews for bars and 
restaurants.  

• The Spanish government announced that they would be lifting restrictions on 10 of the 41 
regions in the country, due to infection rates declining.  

• Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau urged citizens that that “reducing their contacts and 
reducing their gatherings are going to be the most important,” and that “what they do in the 
coming days and weeks will determine what they get to do at Christmas.” 

  
State Response 
  
• The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), under its Public Assistance Program, 

provided the state of Utah with $45 million in funding for the state's COVID-19 response. 

• Oregon Governor Kate Brown (D) issued two-week freeze on all social gatherings, and is 
closing certain business sectors to counter against the spike in coronavirus cases in the 
state. 

• The Colorado Department of Health announced that they have reached a record-high 
number of COVID-19 hospitalizations, with 1,183 patients hospitalized yesterday alone. 

• The state of New York will be mandating a 10 PM curfew for bars, restaurants, and gyms 
across the state. In response, New York City Mayor Bill DeBlasio (D) urged that instead of 
focusing on gyms and restaurants, it would be “much more decisive if we can successfully 
limit travel and limit indoor gatherings during the upcoming holiday season.” 

Economic Update 
  

• U.S. stocks were on the rise today, with all three indices closing with gains. The Nasdaq 
Composite rose by 1.02%, the S&P 500 by 1.36%, and the Dow Jones Industrial Average by 
1.37%.  

   
Latest Impact Data 
  
• In the United States: Over 11,055,975 cases and 249,493 deaths in 50 states, 4 territories, 

and Washington, D.C. 

• Worldwide: Over 53,717,443 cases and 1,308,426 deaths in at least 204 countries and 
territories. 

  
In the News 
                 
• States reimpose extensive COVID-19 restrictions (The Hill) 

• Trump Touts Coronavirus Vaccine Progress As Cases Climb (NPR) 

• 20 million Americans could receive COVID-19 vaccine in December (Politico) 

• Stocks Close with Highs on Optimism Over Virus Vaccine (The Wall Street Journal) 

https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20201113/fema-provides-45-million-utah-covid-19-response
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/525922-states-reimpose-extensive-covid-19-restrictions
https://www.npr.org/2020/11/13/932783668/trump-to-give-coronavirus-update-in-1st-remarks-since-bidens-win
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/11/13/trump-covid-vaccine-december-436481
https://www.wsj.com/articles/global-stock-markets-dow-update-11-13-2020-11605265854?mod=hp_lead_pos1

